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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER ,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the  Isles  of  Scilly. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1938. 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  JLd  RATE  .  . 

GENERAL  OCCUPATIONS  _0_F  _INHA.BI_TANTS_ ;  - 

Horticulture, agriculture, fishing  and  catering  for  visitors. 
There  is  practically  no  constant  unemployment. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS . - 


LIVE  BIRTHS;- 

Total . 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate . 

20 

10 

10 

Illegitimate . 

Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil 

TOTAL. 

20 

10 

10 

12.18 

Death  Rate . 

10  10.96 

Puerperal  Sepsis.  Nil. 
Other  causes.  Nil. 

TOTAL.  Nil. 

1  death  -  20  live  births 
50  per  1000  live  births . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


2 

Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil  - 


Nil . 

18  8 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  as 
result  of  childbirth. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 
per  1000  live  births. 

a 

Deaths  from; - 

Cancer  (all  ages) 
Measles  (all  ages) 


STILL  BIRTHS ; - 
DEATHS ; - 

TOTAL. 


4041 

1642 

/ 

486 

475 

5230 

£20 


GENERAL  STATISTICS ; - 

AREA  . .  . .  ( acres ) 

POPULATION 

NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  or 
SEPARATE  PC CUP IERS . 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

RATEABLE  VALUE 


... 


2. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE?  __FOR  AREA  - 

% 

Work  was  commenced  early  in  the  year  on  the  St. Mary’s 
Emergency  Hospital, and  was  almost  completed  hy  the  end  of  the 
period  covered  by  this  report.  For  its  size  and  purpose  it 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  convenient  building. 

The  Hospital  will  be  equipped  as  soon  as  possible  and  will, I  feel 
sure,  prove  a  great  advance  in  the  health  facilities  of  the 
Islands . 


The  Channel  Air  Ferries  plane  has  been  chartered  once,  and 
the  Life-Boat  twice,  to  convey  patients  to  the  mainland  for 
emergency  operations. 

SANITARY i - 

Water  Supply. 


The  new  mains  are  now  laid  and  in  operation,  and  it  is 
hoped  shortly  to  instal  the  chlorination  and  filtration  plant. 


DRAINAGE : - 


Work  on  the  new  drainage  system  is  now  far  advanced,  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed  within  the  first  half  of  1939. 


HOUSING • - 


Many  householders  continue  to  complain  of  the  dampness  of 
their  houses  and  of  resultant  ill-health.  Defects  are 

remedied  where  possible  and  several  new  buildings  were  erected. 

BAKE-HOUSES  AND_  ^D^^HTER_IL0USE_S_“  ~ 

Inspected  regularly  and  found  to  be  satisf actory . 

NOTIFIABLE  mSEASES  .  _ 

Enteric  fever.  One  case.  One  death. 

The  origin  of  the  case  was  not  discovered,  and  it  is  most 
fortunate  that  no  new  cases  occurred.  Both  the  town  water  and 
the  local  well  water  were  analysed  and  found  to  be  unpolluted. 
Pending  the  analysis  of  the  town  water,  householders  were  urged 
to  boil  their  drinking  water, and  the  supply  to  Cam  Thomas  School 
was  suspended.  A  notice  was  placed  over  the  water  cress  bed  by 
the  stream  which  flows  from  Holy  Vale  where  the  case  occurred 
warning  the  public  of  the  danger  of  eating  the  cress. 

Tuberculosis.  There  was  one  new  pulmonary  case  which 

was  fatal. 

Caricer.  There  vrere  two  deaths  during  the  year. 

One  case  was  not  amenable  to  treatment. 

The  other  case  was  treated  extensively  in 
London. 
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PORT  MEDICAL  AUTHORITY 

1.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during_  the  Year  1938. 

TABLE  A . 


Number.  Tonnage.  By  the  By  the 

Number 

No .  of 

No. of  Vessel 

M.O.H.  Sanitary 

reported 

Vessels 

reported  as 

Inspector 

to  be 

on  which 

having  or 

defective . 

defects 

having  had 

remedied,  during  the 

voyage  infect¬ 
ious  disease 
on  "board. 


"FOREIGN :  - 


Steam, 

1 

609 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Nil . 

Nil . 

Motor . 

1 

37 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil . 

fei 

j_i 1 
j _ i 

o 

Nil. 

Sail ; 

11 

1270 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Fish  t 

41 

963 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

J 

| 

hI 

p\ 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Total . 

54 

2879' 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil . 

coastw: 

ISE ;  - 

Steam. 

209 

34100 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil.  Nil. 

Motor . 

- 

- 

> 

- 

- 

-  - 

Sail  ; 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

Fish; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total . 

209 

~  ’"34X00  ~ 

Nil.' 

Nil. 

Nil." 

NiTT  Nil."  ' 

TOTAL. 

Foreign 

and  263  36979 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Coastwise . 


11.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

TABLE  _ B . 

( a )  P  a_s senger  _T r a f  f i_c  _d_uring  _1 9J3S . 

No  Passengers  landed  from  foreign  during  1938. 

Countries_  from  which  Passeng_ers  principally  arrive.  -  Coastwise. 

("b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports.  Boxwood  and  General. 

Principal ^Exports .  Market  Produce  and  Fish. 

Countries  with  which  the  port  principally  trades.  The  trade  at 
the  port  of  Scilly  is  mainly  Coas'tTng  Trade' 'between  the  Islands  and 

Penzance.  There  is  a  small  foreign  trade  in  Crayfish  tc  Camar st¬ 

and  Morlaix  in  France. 


. 
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111.  Source  of  Via  ter  supply. 

(a)  For  the  port  .  ,  . .  Town  Water  Supply. 

(b)  For  shipping  .  .  ..  do. 

(c)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  sanitary  condition.  Nil. 


IV.  Inf ectious_  Diseases  . 

Infectious  Diseases ,  informed  by  the  local  Customs  Authorities. 

All  Vessels  from  foreign  are  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  Customs 
Authorities  at  the  approved  boarding  station. 

Isolation.  Local  town  arrangements  only. 

In  addition  to  the  hand  propel  3d  ambulance  a  motor  ambulance  is 
also  now  available 

MOORING  _S  TAT  IONS  - 

Mooring  Stations  for  ’infected'  or  ’suspected’  Ships  as  established 
by  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  15th  December  1933. 

A.  That  part  of  St. Mary’s  Roadstead  as  lies  between  an  imaginary 
line  drawn  from  Crow  Point  (Tresco)  to  the  Newman  (St.Mary’s)  on 
the  East  side,  and  an  imaginary  line  drawn  from  Nut  Rock  to  the 
Steval  on  the  West  side,  and  as  far  away  from  St.Mary’s  pier  as 

the  draught  of  the  Ship  being  Moored  therein  will  with  safety  allow. 

B.  Additional  Station. 

That  part  of  St. Mary’s  Roadstead  lying  outside  and  to  the  West  of 
the  imaginary  line  drawn  from  Nut  Rock  to  the  Steval,  and  as  near 
the  Southern  Wells  point  of  the  Island  of  Samson  as  the  draught  of 
the  vessel  being  moored  therein  will  allow  of  her  being  anchored 
with  safety. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
( Sgd ) .  J.C.S. Wells. 
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